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but was not essential for 

operation
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“Since the optical axis of the telescope is 

next to and parallel with the plane of the 

large face of the prism, _____a segment 

of the objective remains covered by the 

prism opposite. Thus the light coming 

from any faraway object arrives in two 

different ways to the objective: a part of 

it passes directly, and the other passes 

after having encountered an internal 

reflection on the large face of the prism. For 

this reason, two images of the object are 

produced in the telescope, but opposed to 

each other in such a way that if one image 

moves from right to left, the other moves from 

left to right.” 

Amici missed a very important point: his 

device couldn’t be used without a telescope to 

combine the two images, while Dent’s 

dipleidoscope could be watched either 

directly or with an optional telescope. 
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Who first proposed the concept of 

a feasible and affordable meridian transit device with applications in astronomy?

Who was first to invent and 

deliver a meridian transit device, for people to synchronize their activities?

If the Dent dipleidoscope hadn’t been invented, might Amici ever had 

thought of producing a device to help people catch the train on time?

Erwin Wechsler   erwmew@charter.net 

 

 


